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To: Health Commissioners, Environmental Health Directors, and Environmental Health Specialists 
 
From: Ohio Department of Health Food Safety program 

            Ohio Department of Agriculture Division of Food Safety 
 
RE: CleanCooler Ice Machine Treatment  
 
Date: April 2, 2024 
 
This memo is being sent to notify local health departments about a product called CleanCooler Ice 
Treatment, which is a pouch filled with sodium chlorite powder. According to the product’s instructions, 
the pouch is intended to be attached inside an ice machine above ice and emits chlorine gas to reduce 
mold in the ice machine. Attached is a document with information and pictures of the product.  
 
It is the opinion of Ohio Department of Health (ODH) and Ohio Department of Agriculture that the 
CleanCooler Ice Treatment product may not be used inside ice machines above ice. The CleanCooler 
Ice Treatment distributor informed the ODH Food Safety Program that the product has been distributed 
to numerous facilities in Ohio. 
 
An ingredient in this product is sodium chlorite, which meets the definition of “poisonous or toxic 
materials” in Ohio Administrative Code (O.A.C.) section 3717-1-01(B)(83) of the State of Ohio Uniform 
Food Safety Code (the “Code”).  Moreover, O.A.C. Section 3717-1-07.1(A) of the Code states, in 
relevant part:  

 
”Poisonous or toxic materials shall be stored so they cannot contaminate food, equipment, 
utensils, linens, single-service articles, and single-use articles by: 

(1) Separating the poisonous or toxic materials by spacing or partitioning; and 
(2) Locating the poisonous or toxic materials in an area that is not above food, 
equipment, utensils, linens, single-service articles, or single-use articles. This paragraph 
does not apply to equipment and utensil cleaners and sanitizers that are stored in 
warewashing areas for availability and convenience if the materials are stored to prevent 
contamination of food, equipment, utensils, linens, single-service articles, and single-use 
articles.” 

 
  
Ice machines must be cleaned according to the machines’ manufacturers’ instructions. 




